Forgiveness: Jonah, Jesus and Dr. Seuss

Check-in (let each person share their highs and lows since your last gathering)
Jonah

Ask the group to tell the story of Jonah in their own words.

Create a time-line of the story (do not let them look at the story in the Bible yet).

Once they are done, pass out Bibles and let them fill in or correct.

Ask:

What things was Jonah grouchy about?

What things did Jonah not like?

How do you feel about Jonah?  What do you like and dislike about him?

Which does Jonah need more: to forgive or to be forgiven?

Who do you have trouble liking (they may not answer out loud!)?
Once you are mad at someone, or don’t like them, how can it change?

What does it take for your relationship with someone to change?

What is the hardest thing you have had to forgive?

The Butter Battle Book
Read The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss

Ask:


What do you think about this story?

Who was at fault in the story?


Where is forgiveness needed?

Jesus

Read Matthew 18: 21-22


Ask:


What do you think about Jesus words?


Do you think this is realistic?


Can you forgive someone who has not asked for forgiveness?


Has anyone ever forgiven you without you asking?


What do you think it takes for God to forgive?

Close in Prayer

